lowa HISTORICAL RECORD 


Vou. tv. JULY, 1888. INOD3: 


atk CAPITALS AND CAPITOLS OF IOWA. 


Wits a View oF THE NEw CAPITOL. 


Tale ITHIN fifty of the best years of the best century 

"| whose records have been inscribed on the scroll 

5; of time since the fiat went forth, «Let there be 

Tight ” is embraced the history of Iowa as a political entity 

and during that time she has had four Capitals, has built two 

Capitols, and occupied two others, besides using two churches 
for State House purposes. 

Iowa was once a part of Michigan Territory, then a part of 
Wisconsin, but by act of Congress she was called into existence 
on the fourth day of July, 1838, and became a full fledged 
tefritory herself. Some eight years later, on the 28th 
day of December, 1846, she was ushered into statehood and 
became the twenty-ninth in the sisterhood of states. 

While yet a part of Michigan, two counties and two town- 
ships were organized, the counties being named Des Moines 
and Dubuque, and the townships Flint Hills and Julien. The 
county of Dubuque and the township of Julien embraced all of 
the territory lying north of a line drawn west from Rock 
Island to the Missouri River, and the couuty of Des Moines 
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and Flint Hills township all between that line and the State of 
Missouri each township being as large as the county contain- 
ing it. 

The first capital of the territory of Wisconsin was Belmont, 
a small town in the southwest part of the territory, where the 
first territorial legislature was assembled by proclamation of 
Gov. Henry Dodge. As the town of Belmont was very small 
and the conveniences for holding meetings of the legislature 
there were very meager, Maj. Jerry Smith, who was a mem- 
ber from Des Moines county, agreed that if the legislature 
would remove the capital to Burlington he would put 
up a building suitable for them to meet in, and on December 
3d, 1836, an act was passed “locating the seat of govern- 
ment at Burlington till March 4th, 1839, unless public 
buildings were sooner completed at Madison.” During the 
summer of 1837, Maj. Smith erected a building on Water 
Street between Columbia and Court, fronting the river; it was 
a two story frame 40x70 fect with inside stairs to second story. 
The House of Representatives occupied one story and the 
council the other, both being separated from the lobby by a 
railing. In this building the second session of the Wisconsin 
legislature met November 6th, 1837, and held their session 
till the night of the 12th of December, when it took fire and 
burned down. The Council met afterwards in the west room 
of McCarver’s building, and the House over Weber & Remey’s 
store. 


Burlington continued to be the capital of Wisconsin till July 
4th, 1838, when it became the capital of Iowa; it was then a 
village built mostly of log houses, with an occasional frame 
sandwiched in between. What the population of the town 
was then, does not appear, but it could not have been much 
over 500, as Des Moines county embracing what is now the 
whole south half of the State, was officially reported to have 
but 4605. 

The first lowa territorial legislature met here November 12, 
1838, in Old Zion church, a brick structure 40x60 feet or there- 


° 
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abouts in size, standing on Third Street, between Columbia 
and Washington, where it remained till 1881, when it was 
taken down and an opera house erected on the site. A railing 
was put across the room to separate the lobby from the House, 
desks were built for the officers and the members, and the floor 
was carpeted. The Council held its sessions in the basement; 
consisting of but 13 members, less room was required than by 
the House, whose membership was 26. 

The basement room proving too damp for occupancy by the 
Council, at the next session of the legislature, the Council met 
in the Catholic church on Columbia Street near Fourth, and 
this old church is still standing. 

The legislature adjourned January 25th, 1839, and on the 
day of adjournment $1200 was voted to the Methodist church 
for rent. January 13th, 1840, $600 was voted for rent, and 
August following at an extra legislative session $100 more, 
and January 15th, 1841, $450 to Rev. Samuel Mazzuchelli 
$300 for rent of Catholic church, making in all $2550, besides 
paying to Levi Hager $315 for fixing up the house and $250 
for mason and carpenter’s work to get it ready for use, thus 
there must have been paid for rent and fixtures nearly enough 
to have built a house that would have afforded all the accom- 
modations. enjoyed in both churches. 

At the first legislative session steps were taken to locate a 
permanent seat of government. A joint resolution was passed 
January 21, calling upon W. W. Chapman, the territorial dele- 
gate, to ask Congress for a donation of four sections of public 
land on which to locate a seat of government, the capital to 
remain at Burlington three years, or until buildings should be 
ready for occupancy at Iowa City, and an act was passed pro- 
viding for commissioners to locate it; the act also contained a 
section requiring the Governor to ask Congress for four sec- 
tions of land for the location, and he was authorized to draw 
the $20,000 voted by Congress in the act organizing the terri- 
tory, to be used in the erection of public buildings. 

Chauncey Swan, John Ronalds and Robert Ralston were 
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appointed commissioners and were required to make the loca- 
tion in Johnson county, and it was to be called lowa City. 
They were to meet at Napoleon, a town now extinct, but then 
located about two miles south of Iowa City, and there organize 
and make the location. One of their number was to be called 
the « Acting Commissioner,” be chairman, and to have super- 
vision of all the work done by them. 

After a preliminary examination of the most eligible places © 
for a town they fixed upon what is now Iowa City. In the 
meantime Congress had granted, not four sections but one, 
and that was to be selected from the “surveyed lands.” 
Before making their selection final it was discovered that the 
location fixed upon by the commissioners was beyond the 
“surveyed lands,” and they applied to the authorities to have 
a couple of townships surveyed so as to include their selection, 
and it was accordingly done, this location being section 10 
township 79 range 6 west. As early as October, 1837, a claim 
was made on the southeast quarter of this section by Samuel 
Bumgardner and he afterwards sold it for $50 to J. G. Mor- 
row, and a claimant’s cabin was built upon it. 

Upon the organization of. the Johnson County Claim Asso- 
ciation, this claim was entered upon its records by the original 
claimant, and while the title as a claim was vested in the 
original claimant, and was good as to all individuals, it was 
entitled to no respect from the commissioners and they paid 
none to it The act of location required that one section, (it 
was then supposed that four would be granted) should be laid 
off into « blocks, lots, streets, alleys, and squares,” and that 
the lots should be offered at public auction. The work of 
laying out and platting was done during the summer by Thos. 
Cox and John Frierson. A monument of gray limestone, some 
eight feet high, faced on four sides, about six inches square at 
the top and sixteen inches at the base, was erected to mark 
the southeast corner of the section. On this monument is 
chiseled this inscription: «« Martin Van Buren, President of the 
United States; Robert Lucas, Governor of the territory; 
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Chauncey Swan, Robert Ralston, John Ronalds, Commission- 
ers, May 4th, 1839.” The capitol square on which the. public 
buildings were to be erected, contains about twelve acres, and 
is in the most eligible position on the plat, commanding a view 
of the river and the country beyond, and nearly all parts of the 
city. The street leading east from the east front of the square 
is 120 feet feet wide, those on the four sides are 100 and all 
others 80 feet. Three squares were laid out for market pur- 
poses, one for a public park, one for college purposes, one 
called Governor’s Square and several lots for churches. From 
a report of the selection of a location made to the legislature 
by the Acting Commissioner we extract the following, “Iowa 
City is located on a section of land lying in the form of an 
amphitheater. There is an eminence on the west near the 
river, and running parallel with it, which declines towards the 
river at an inclination of twenty-five degrees. At the center of 
this eminence it is proposed to erect the future capitol. The 
ground from the capitol square east to Ralston Creek, of from 
five to seven degrees descending eastward. 

«“ The west, south, north, northwest and southeast parts of 
the city overlook the whole location, forming as before stated 
a kind of amphitheater, the lower part of which is drained and 
kept dry by Ralston Creek.” 

The first sale of lots was in August, and the second in Octo- 
ber, when lots were sold to the amount of $35,051; only $16,- 
864 was received in cash, notes being given for the balance. 
The highest price paid for a lot was $1,000, the lowest $25. 
The number of lots bid off at these sales was 206; those 
taken and paid for 181; so that the notes and cash for them 
was only $26,739; the average price per lot was $142. 

The section was subdivided into 100 blocks, 784 lots, and 31 
out-lots, but several of the out-lots were afterwards subdivided 
into lots, so that the whole number of lots was over 800. 

At the extra session of the legislature in 1840 an act was 
passed providing for an appraisement of the unsold lots, but 
they were to be so appraised that the average valuation should 
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not be less than $300 per lot; at the next session a reduction 
of price was made to an average of $200, and at the session 
following another reduction of fifty per cent was made. In 
1843 the lots were again revalued and the average minimum 
price reduced to $80. The price of lots continued to decline 
till in 1845 Morgan Reno, territorial treasurer, who then had 
the disposal of them, reported to the legislature that they could 
not then be sold for more than an average of $30 per lot. 

How a body of men, as intelligent as the legislature of 1840 
must have been, could come to the conclusion that a section of 
land, containing but 640 acres, in the then “far, far west,” 
almost on the confines of “The Great American Desert,” and 
on the extreme “ragged edge” of civilization, with only 
Powesheik and his braves and squaws for their nearest western 
neighbors, could be sold for more than $200,000, it is impos- 
sible to conceive, when we take into account that the country 
was full of as good sections as this that could be bought for 
$800 each. 

Rev. Samuel Mazzuchelli drew the plan for the capitol 
building, and John F. Rague was afterwards architect, and he 
had the contract for its erection but after doing about ten 
thousand dollars worth of work, nearly completing the base- 
ment, he threw up his contract and abandoned the work. With 
$35,000 in cash and the unsold lots as the only other resource 
for means to do it with, in the month of March, 1840, after 
spending over $3,000 in preliminary work, such as surveying 
lots, opening quarry, advertising and selling lots, etc., Commis- 
sioner Swan broke ground and began work on the new State 
House, and the work had so far progressed that on the follow- 
ing fourth day of July the corner-stone was laid. A large 
crowd of people was in attendance, Governor Lucas was the 
orator of the occasion, and though the governor was a good 
speaker on all occasions, this was pronounced the best speech 
of his life. An old fashioned Fourth of July celebration in the 
park, with speeches, dinner, etc., followed the ceremonies of 
laying the corner-stone. 
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A quarry of gray limestone, but a few blocks north of Capi- 
tol Square was opened, from which rock was obtained for the 
building, which was to be entirely of stone, except the cross 
walls which were to be brick. Rock for the water table was 
got from another quarry, some fifteen miles distant, on the 
Cedar river. After the work had been carried on for some 
time, another and better quarry ‘was discovered about ten 
miles north, on the bank of the Iowa river, and the building 
was finished from this quarry, the rock being brought down 
in boats. This has since been known as the “Old Capitol 
Quarry,” and rock from it was used in some parts of the new 
capitol. 

After the work had progressed during two seasons, the leg- 
islature that met at Burlington, in November, 1840, sent a 
committee to examine the work accounts, etc., of the acting 
commissioner, and in that report appears the following: «The 
main walls are massive and built in a substantial and work- 
man-like manner, the stone being large and built with good 
bond and bearings. The walls in the foundations are six feet 
thick, and sunk to an average depth of.three feet below the 
floor of the basement, which itself 1s about the same distance 
below the natural surface of the ground. The walls of the base- 
ment story are four feet thick, those of the upper stories vary 
from two to three feet in thickness. The building is one hun- 
dred and twenty feet long and sixty feet wide. It is to be orna- 
mented by magnificent porticos, one on each side, supported by 
four massive pillars twelve feet in advance of the walls of the 
building. The exterior of the building is thus described: from 
the window sills of the basement, which will be level with the 
pavement to the water table, the face of the walls is made of 
large blocks of cut stone. The water table is composed of 
about fifty blocks, sixteen inches thick, from seven to eight 
feet long, said to weigh from six to eight thousand pounds 
each. On each of the fronts there are eight pilasters, four feet 
wide, projecting ten inches from the face of the walls, these 
are surmounted by cut stone caps, supporting the architrave. 
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The roof is surmounted by a cupola; the base is quadrangular 
and on this base stand twenty-two Corinthian columns, 
crowned with handsome capitals, supporting a spherical roof. 

The interior arrangements are as follows: the basement is 
entered by two doors at opposite ends, opening into a hall 
seven feet wide, which runs through the building; there are 
four rooms on each side about twenty feet square, designed 
for committee rooms, besides a fuel room and fire-proof vault. 
On the next floor there is the same division north and south, 
and a broad hall or vestibule east and west entered from the 
porticos on each side of the building; on this floor are six 
rooms assigned for Supreme Court, Governor, Secretary, 
Auditor, Treasurer and Library. On the upper floor the north 
and south hall is omitted. In the south wing is the Repre- 
sentatives hall 52x43 feet in the clear and in the north wing 
is the Council Chamber of the same size.” 

The legislative halls are reached by winding stairs. 

The plan of the building, as originally drawn by Father 
Mazzuchelli, had no porticos and it had two domes on the roof, 
one on each side of the cupola, these domes were afterwards 
omitted and the porticos added. 

At the session when this report was made the commissioner 
reported that he had in his hands only $2,256 to prosecute the 
work with, and that but two-thirds of the masonry was done. 
The legislature abolished the office of Commissioner of Public 
Buildings and created the office of Superintendent of Public 
Buildings and the office of Territorial Agent, the one to have 
charge of the erection of public buildings, and the other the 
sale of lots and care of the finances; Mr. Swan was chosen 
superintendent and Jesse Williams territorial agent. 

In view of the low state of finance, the legislature authorized 
the territorial agent to negotiate a loan of money of not less 
than $5,000, nor more than $20,000, pledging the unsold lots 
for its payment, and on the 28th of June $5,000, and the fol- 
lowing September $5,000 more, was obtained from the Miner’s 
Bank at Dubuque, the former payable in New York in eigh- 
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teen months, interest seven per cent., payable quarterly; and the 
latter due in nine months, payable in St. Louis. These notes 
were not paid when due, went to protest, and several years 
afterwards lots were offered in payment, and finally, some sold 
at a reduced valuation to raise money to liquidate the debt. The 
lots not selling for enough to liquidate the debt, it was after- 
wards paid from the state treasury. At this time the unsold 
lots and unpaid notes given for lots were estimated by the ter- 
ritorial agent at $122,693. 

As there were not funds enough on hand to advance the 
work sufficiently fast, laborers were hired and materials bought, 
and scrip was issued in payment thereof till over eleven 
thousand dollars had been issued; this scrip was not redeema- 
ble in cash, and could only be used in the purchase of lots, or 
in the payment of notes given for lots, and afterwards when 
lots were offered for sale by the territory, to raise money, it 
was discovered that private parties owning lots bought with 
this scrip were in the market with lots so bought, that they 
were offering at a less price than the same kind of lots could. 
be bought for from the territory. 

In the year 1841 Messrs. Swan and Williams were succeeded 
in office by Wm. B. Snyder, as Superintendent of Public 
Buildings, and Jno. M. Coleman, Territorial Agent. The lat- 
ter under date of December, 1842, reports: “On commencing 
the work in the spring without funds, I was under the neces- 
sity of contracting debts for provisions and expenses in estab- 
lishing a boarding house at the quarry, ten miles up the river, 
where boarding otherwise could not be had.” To raise funds 
to pay these debts the agent demanded cash on all notes given 
for the sale of lots previous to 1841, refusing scrip in payment 
of those notes. The agent further says: “This scrip, although 
convenient and useful in the purchase and payment of lots, 
- would not pass with the merchants for goods, nor would it be 
taken by the farmers for provisions. Under these embarrass- 
ing circumstances, I was compelled to adopt the plan of 
keeping supplies on hand through a large part of the season, 
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and issuing them out to suit the daily wants of those employed 
in the various branches of business connected with the capitol. 
* %* %* Early in June the superintendent made a requisition 
upon me for a bill of iron for the roof, and 1200 lights of 
crown glass, and this had to be paid in specie. To meet this 
I sold out-lot No. rz and block 21 for a draft payable in Pitts- 
burg, for which I paid a premium of twenty-five per cent. 
This draft ($507) was more than half the cash handled by me 
during the season.” During this season the sale of lots was 
$22,871, and the disbursements $38,330, but $1,000 of it being 
cash. 

Under the impression that territorial bonds were to be issued 
to redeem this scrip, Murray & Sanxay,a mercantile firm here 
took over $3,000 of it in payment for goods, and they held it 
for several years, till an act of the legislature was passed for 
their relief and providing for its redemption in cash by the 
territorial treasurer. 

For the year 1843 Judge Coleman, the territorial agent, 
reports: “There has been no considerable saie of lots this 
season, and under these circumstances the operations on the 
capitol must be partially suspended, unless funds can be raised 
from some other source than the sale of city lots.” 

During the two following years but little was done. Anson 
Hart, who had succeeded Judge Coleman in office, reports, 
under date of May 5th, 1845: «That the outstanding debts 
against the office are over $8,000.” Wm. B. Snyder had as 
superintendent of public buildings the contract for building the 
roof, which has now been finished over three years, and he 
bought the shingles for it in Cincinnati on credit, and the 
depleted condition of the treasury left the debt for a long time 
unpaid. In his report Mr. Hart says: «I would recommend 
that some provision be made for the relief of Wm. B. Snyder, 
whose property in Cincinnati is held and is about to be sold 
for the payment of a debt contracted for shingles for the capi- 
tol through his agency while acting as superintendent of public 
buildings.” 
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The relief was granted and in July following Morgan Reno 
as the successor of Mr. Hart sold lots at a public sale for that 
purpose to the amount of $280, the lots at this sale bringing 
an average of only $14 per lot. 

So depressed was public credit at this time, that the treas- 
urer reports that territorial warrants are worth but fifty cents 
on the dollar, and at a public sale to raise money to pay the 
debt due to the Miners’ Bank whole blocks of eight lots each 
sold for $48 apiece. 

Although Congress donated to the territory $20,000 
towards building the capitol, and the territory had borrowed 
money for the same purpose, this building seems to have 
been considered a kind of “side show” in territorial affairs, 
for a committee of the legislature appointed to ascertain 
the indebtedness of the territory, after performing that duty 
on the 10th of June, 1845, reports: “There are several 
debts due and owing for carrying on the public building at 
the capital, which the committee did not take into consid- 
eration, as they are not debts of the territory, but are pay- 
able out of funds arising from the sale of lots in Iowa City.” 

Upon the admission of Iowa as a State the policy of 
appropriations for the capitol was changed, and money was 
taken from the state treasury to prosecute the work, the 
appropriations being as follows: * February 25th, 1847, 
$2,500; January 25th, 1848, $2,500; January 15th, 1849, 
$3,000; February 5th, 1851, $2,500; January 24th, 1853, 
$5,000; January 24th, 1855, $4,000. These sums were 
expended under the direction of the auditor or treasurer of 
state, for which they were paid $200 per annum. 

By an act passed January 17th, 1840, before any work had 
been done on the building, the commissioners were limited as 
to its cost to $51,000, but $123,000 or thereabouts was 
expended to finish it. Over fifteen years were consumed in 
its construction, ground being broken in March 1840, and the 
last work being done in the fall of 1855. 

The following persons at different times had the supervis- 
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ion of its construction, Chauncey Swan, Acting Commissioner, 
Wm. B. Snyder, Superintendent of Public Buildings, Jesse 
Williams, Territorial Agent, John M. Coleman, Territorial 
Agent, Anson Hart, Territorial Agent, Morgan Reno, State 
Treasurer, Jos. T. Fales, Auditor, Wm. Pattee, Auditor, Martin 
L. Morris, Treasurer. 

Before the close of the year 1842 the Representatives’ hall 
and four rooms below were made ready for occupancy, the 
walls and ceiling having received but one rough coat of plas- 
tering, the senate or council occupying one of the four rooms 
below. At this time the cornice was not on nor the cupola nor 
porticos built and all the rooms in the basement and the north 
half of the building were unfloored and unplastered, but the 
legislature and state officers continued to use it from year to 
year as the work of completion went on. 

This building has never been finished, for nothing has been 
done to the west portico, but to lay the foundation and steps 
for it. : 

Four territorial and six state legislatures held their sessions 
at lowa City, and three constitutional conventions. 

All the work on the inside is of the plainest character; no 
attempt has been made at ornamentation of any kind. 

That the legislature might meet at the then permanent capi- 
tal at as early a day as possible, and as it was not probable the 
capitol building would be completed for a number of years, 
several of the citizens of Iowa City petitioned the Governor to 
call the legislative session of 1841 to meet at Iowa City, assur- 
ing him that convenient rooms would be furnished both houses 
in which to meet free of cost to the territory. An act was 
passed January 13th, 1841, providing that the next session 
of the legislature should be held at Iowa City, if a building 
should be furnished to meet in without expense to the territory. 
To make good these assurances Walter Butler erected On 
Washington street, but a few rods east of the southeast corner 
of Capitol Square, just east of Whetstone’s drug store, a com- 
modious frame building 30x60 feet, two stories high. The 
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council chamber was in the first story, and the representatives, 
hall in the second. The building was put up in good style, 
the second story being lighted by fifteen large windows and 
reached by a wide stairway in the middle. It was used by 
the legislature and some of the state officers till the new state 
house was ready for occupancy. It remained in its original 
location till the march of improvement crowded it two blocks 
and a half away on to Dubuque street, where it has since done 
duty in various ways, such as a third class hotel, cheap board- 
ing house, broom shops, etc. It shows the finger-marks of 
time. It has fora long time been unacquainted with paint, 
and it seems to be waiting for a friendly conflagration to come 
and make room for something better to take its place. 

But one session of the legislature was held in it; although 
no charge was made for rent of legislative halls, the owner of 
the building was allowed $325 for use of rooms for secretary 
and for library. 

The state officers had been in the occupancy of the new 
state house but a few years, and not a single room in it 
had been completely finished, and the state was less than two 
years old as a state, when the General Assembly, February 8, 
1847, memorialized Congress for five scctions of land for a 
new site for a state capital, and two weeks thereafter ‘Fohu 
Brown, Joseph J. Hoag and John Taylor were appointed com- 
missioners to locate a section of government land “near the 
center of the state.” The grant was made by Congress and the 
commissioners made a location in Jasper county, which was 
called Monroe City, one whole section was laid off into lots, 
several of which were sold; but as this location was finally 
abandoned January 15, 1849, in less than two years from its 
location, the money paid for lots was returned to the pur- 
chasers, the city vacated, and the five sections granted for a 
seat of government were turned over to the Agricultural 
College and the proceeds of the sale of these five sections used 


by that institution for college purposes. 
About this time a craze or-mania it may be called, took 
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possession of many, that the capital must be located very near 
the geographical center of the State, and this location was 
made to satisfy this crazy demand. 

On the 15th of January, 1855, before the old capitol was 
finished, a bill passed the legislature appointing commissioners 
to locate the capital within two miles of the junction of the Des 
Moines and Raccoon rivers, to take grants of land free of cost 
to the State, and lay out a town, if no town is laid out, on such 
lands, and the capital was to be removed when, without cost 
to the State, buildings are erected on said lands for the accom- 
modation of the State. 

A clause was inserted in the constitution adopted in 1857 
making Des Moines the permanent capital of the State. 

The site for a capitol was selected in 1856, on ten acres of 
ground, on a high elevation in East Des Moines, donated for 
that purpose to the State by W. A. Scott and Harrison Lyon. 

The first time this location was brought to the attention 
of white men, was in 1843, when it was selected as the site for 
a government fort, and the fort, named Fort Des Moines, was 
built the summer of that year, and garrisoned by two military 
companies, one of cavalry and one of infantry, under the com- 
mand of Capt. James Allen, and no settlers were allowed there 
except those immediately or remotely connected with the mili- 
tary service. 

In January, 1846, when this was no longer needed for mili- 
tary purposes, Congress passed an act permitting Polk county 
to enter the quarter section of land on which the fort was 
located, to be used as a county seat and made a gift of the gov- 
ernment buildings on it to the county. In 1846 the original 
quarter section was surveyed and platted into streets and 
alleys and 324 lots, and in 1851 a village or town organization 
under the name of Fort Des Moines was completed. The 
town was known as Fort Des Moines till it became incorpo- 
rated in 1857 when fort was dropped from its name. The 
corporate limits of the town then were four miles east and west 
and two miles north and south, embracing sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 
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8, 9, 10 and 11 of township 78, range 24, west of the fifth 
principal meridian and since that time 40 additions have been 
made. At the time of the incorporation the population was 
less than 4,000, at the census of 1885 it was 31,195, but now 
it must approximate 35,000. 

THE Op Brick CapiIrou. 


As soon as the fact became known that Des Moines was to 
be the permanent capital of the State, an association, consisting 
of Hon. Stewart Goodrell, Dr. T. K. Brooks, Col. J. M. Grif- 
fith, Capt. Harvey Griffith, Alex. Scott, J. D. Cavenor, Col. 
Jas. Williamson, and Harrison Lyon, called the Capitol Building 
Association, was formed for the purpose of erecting buildings, 
or a building, for the use of the state free of cost to the state, 
and during the summer of 1857 the building known as the Old 
Brick Capitol was completed. The contractors were Alex- 
ander Scott, John Hyde and John Bryan. Hon. John P.Huskins 
was foreman on the work from September rgth, 1856, to Sep- 
tember rst, 1857, and the contract price was $37,000 

It was originally a two story building 55x108 feet, built on 
~ a couple of lots across the street from Capitol Square, being 
lots 11 and 12, block 6 of Scott’s Addition to Des Moines. 

The State afterwards put a gallery in each legislative hall, 
put a basement under the building, and rebuilt the roof, add- 
ing a cupola and two heaters, at a cost of $3,268. A nominal 
rent of one dollar per year was paid to the association by the 
State. 

There are eight rooms on the first floor; two were occupied 
by the governor, two by the treasurer, two by superintendent 
of public instruction, and two by the janitor as document and 
storage rooms; the two over the treasurer by the state 
auditor, one over the superintendent of public instruction by the 
clerk of the supreme court, and the balance for state library in 
one room. The third story was occupied by the two legisla- 
tive halls and legislative post office, 

The members of the association were extensive owners of 
real estate in and adjoining East Des Moines, and they antici- 
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pated large returns for their investment in the building, from 
the sale of lots and lands at an enhanced value, but the finan- 
cial crash of 1857, the precipitation of the war in 1861, and 
the long deferred expenditure of money by the State for 
the erection of a new capitol, rendered their project a financial 
failure 

During a plethoric condition of the school fund, and in one of 
his periods of official and, moral obliquity, before Governor 
Grimes had Stoned him out of office, Dr. Eads, then superin- 
tendent of public instruction, loaned on insufficient security to 
several members of the association various sums of money 
from the school fund amounting in the aggregate to $30,850, 
which it is supposed was used for the purpose of building the 
State House. This money was got in the year 1856, when 
the whole northwest was having a big boom, but it was fol- 
lowed by the financial crash of 1857, from which it took ten 
years to recover. In the meantime the interest on the notes 
given for this money remained mostly unpaid, and in 1864 the 
census board and the attorney-general were appointed com- 
missioners to settle with the debtors to the fund for money so 
borrowed, and the State obtained a title to the state house 
building and the lots on which it stands in partial Ss of 
this claim, at a valuation of $40,000. 

The first meeting of the General Assembly held in this 
building was in January, 1858, it being the Seventh General 
Assembly. Thirteen general and two special sessions have 
been held in it. 


Tue New Iowa STATE CAPITOL. 


The first act of the General Assembly of Iowa, for the 
building of a new capitol building, one that would comport 
with the dignity of the State, was passed April 6th, 1868. 

Under this act, the “census board” were authorized to pro- 
cure plans and specifications. Many plans were submitted, 
and from the best of these Messrs. Cochrane and Piquenard 
were commissioned to prepare a plan better suited to the 
wants of the State than any one submitted. 
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April 13th, 1870, a law was passed creating the original 
board of capitol commissioners, and under their supervision 
the cellar was excavated and most of the foundation walls 
were built, and on Thursday, November 23d, 1871, the corner 
stone was laid, with appropriate ceremonies, participated in by 
various state, military and civil organizations and _ societies, 
besides many distinguised citizens from abroad. 

The corner-stone is seven feet long, three feet wide and 
three feet thick, and was made from a “ prairie boulder” pro- 
cured in Buchanan county. 

By an act of the General Assembly dated April roth, 1872, 
the board of capitol commissioners was reorganized with the 
Governor as ex-officio president, and the following gentlemen 
as members: Messrs. John G. Foote, of Burlington; Mat- 
urin L. Fisher, of Farmersburg; Peter A. Dey, and R. S. 
Finkbine, of Iowa City. 

When this board first organized, they appointed A. H. 
Piquenard, of Springfield, Il., sole architect, and General 
Ed. Wright as secretary of the board. They also made 
Mr. R. S. Finkbine superintendent of construction, and Mr. 
John G. Foote superintendent of finance. 

This organization has been preserved to the present time, 
except so far as death has removed its members. In Novem- 
ber, 1876, Mr. Piquenard, the architect, died, and the fol- 
lowing January Messrs. Bell and Hackney, two young men 
who had been in the employ of Mr. Piquenard in this work, 
were selected to carry out the original design, in its true 
spirit. On the 5th day of February, 1879, Mr. Fisher was 
removed from the board by death, and Mr. Cyrus Foreman, of 
Osage, was appointed in his place. 

The first act of the present board was to remove the orig- 
inal foundation, which was found to be defective, and replace it 
with more substantial material. This was done at an expense 
Of $525352-70. 

The partitions are all of brick or other fire proof material, 
and the floors are made with iron beams and brick arches 
with either an encaustic tile or wood covering. 
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The rooms are all warmed with steam, with both direct and 
indirect radiation, from a battery of seven large boilers located 
in a building across the street on the north side, and the rooms 
are ventilated by exhausting the air ducts built in the walls. 

The roof is made of iron frame work, covered with porous 
terra cotta and slate laid in cement mortar. 

The corridor floors are all made of encaustic tile laid in very 
rich patterns, and wainscotings of the corridors and all the 
principal rooms of both office and second story are made of 
domestic and foreign marbles. The large columns in the 
House and Senate and those in the upper part of the dome are 
made of Scagliola. 

The grand stairway is made of marble on iron frame work, 
while the other stairways are all of iron. 

The legislative portion of the building was completed and 
dedicated to its future use on the 17th day of January, 1884, 
and the 20th General Assembly held its deliberations in the 
spacious halls provided for this purpose. 


Kinps oF STONE AND WHERE PROCURED. 


The foundation stone are principally from the « Bear Creek” 
and « Winterset” quarries in this State. 

The basement story is from the Old Capitol quarries in 
Johnson county, in this State. 

The buff colored stone in the superstructure is from St. 
Genevieve, Mo., and the « blue stone” is from Carroll county, 
Missouri. 

The granite in the base course was partially procured from 
“prairie boulders” in Buchanan county, but the dark colored 
pieces are from Sauk Rapids, Minnesota. 

The outside steps and platforms are the “Forest City” 


stone, near Cleveland, Ohio. The rails are the Sauk Rapids 
oranite. 


= 

The pilasters and piers in the interior of basement are from 
Anamosa, in this State, and Lemont, Illinois. 

All the columns, piers, and pilasters in the corridors of first 
story, are from Lemont, Illinois. 
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The red granite columns in the second story are from Iron 
Mountain, Mo. The dark colored granite in base and cap of 
pedestals, is from Sauk Rapids, Minnesota, while the carved 
capitals, pilasters and piers are of Lemont stone. 


Kinps oF MARBLE AND WHERE PROCURED. 


DOMESTIC. 
“Old Tennessee,” - from Tennessee. 
Knoxville, Tennessee. 
, Holstein River, - Tennessee. 

Glens Falls, New York. 

Moriah, - Vermont. 

Virginia, New York. 

Iowa Coral, 2 Charles City, Iowa. 

FOREIGN. 

Mexican Onyx, from Mexico. 

Lisbon, Spain. 

Sienna, - Italy. 

Verona Red, - - Italy. 

Statuary White, Italy. 

Veined White, Italy. 

Italian Dove, Italy. 

Alps Green, Italy. 

Languedoc, France. 

Rose Vif, France. 

Rouge Greotte, - France. 

Greotte Rennaissance, France. 

Yellow Eschalleon, France. 

Fermosa, Germany. 

Bongord, Germany. 

Belgian Black, - . Belgium. 

Bardiglho, Italy. 

Brocatelle, Italy. 

Levanto, - - Italy. 

Juan Fleure, France. 

Kilkenny Green, Ireland, 

Victoria Red, - E - Ireland. 

Cost of marble work $114,515.00. 
GENERAL DIMENSIONS. 

Length North and South, including porticos, . 363 feet 8 inches. 
Length East and West - 246 feet 11 inches. 
Length North and South fronts, - - ie eet. 
Length East and West fronts 118 feet 8 inches. 
Width East ani West through arcades, 100 feet 10 inches. 
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Height to top of main cornice, - - g2 feet § inches, 
Height to top of balustrade, - - ; g9 feet S$ inches. 
Height to top of stylobate, 114 feet 2 inches. 
Height to top of dome balcony, : - 219 feet 1 inch. 
Height to top of lantern, - : 249 feet. 

Height to top of ball above lantern, 259 feet 

Height to top of finale, 275 feet 

Height to top of small domes 152 feet 

Height of basement story 13 feet 1 inch. 
Height of office story, =i - - 23 feet g inches. 
Height of second story, - - - : 22 feet g inches 
Height of third story, - - - 20 feet g inches. 
From office floor to first balcony in dome, - - 101 feet 6 inches. 
From office floor to second balcony in dome, : 153 feet 2 inches. 
From office floor to canopy, - : - 175 feet 5 inches. 
The rotunda is in diameter, - - - 66 feet S inches. 
The exterior diameter of dome is - - So feet. 

The house of representatives is 74x91 feet 4 inches, x 47 feet 9 inches. 
The senate chamber is : 58xg1 feet 4 inches, x 41 feet 9 inches. 


LocaTION OF ROOMS AND OFFICES. 


In the basement at the south end, on the left, State Board 
of Health; next is Mine Inspector; on the right is the Board of 
Pharmacy. 

Second or office story,— Stand in the rotunda facing the 
grand stairway. First door to the left is the Custodian and 
Commissioner of Labor; first to the right, elevator; second, 
Horticultural Society; face to the right, looking south, first 
door to the left is State Land Office; second State Treasury 
Department; third, Superintendent of Public Instruction: first 
to the right is the Governor’s private office; second, Clerk’s 
Office; third, Auditor of State. Face to the right, looking 
west, first door to the left is Governor’s Private Secretary: 
second, Governor’s reception room; to the right is Secretary 
of State’s suites of rooms. Looking to the north, the first and 
second doors to the left are the Supreme Court rooms; third, 
is Judges private consultation room; fourth, Attorney Gen- 
eral’s office. On the right, second door, is the Clerk of the 


Supreme Court; third, Railroad Commissioners; fourth, Agri- 
cultural Society. 
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Passing up the grand stairway, on the right is the hall of 
the House of Representatives, and opposite it, to the south, is 
the Senate Chamber, which is §8 feet by 91 feet 4 inches, and 
41 feet 9 inches high, It is lighted by five large windows on 
each side, has a yallery in each end for spectators, and is 
lighted by four large chandeliers. The wainscoting is of 
marble, but the large columns are a fine specimen of scagliola 
work. The finish is all of mahogany, The walls are elegantly 
decorated with frescoes, including some very fine figure work 
representing Industry, Law, Agriculture, Peace, History and 
Commerce. 

Back of the Senate Chamber is the Lieutenant Governor’s 
suite of rooms, clerks rooms and committee rooms, all finished 
and furnished in keeping with the uses for which they are 
employed. 

In the north wing is the House of Representatives which is 
74 feet by 91 feet 4 inches and 47 feet 9 inches high. It is 
larger than the Senate Chamber, but designed to correspond 
with it in other respects. The finish and furniture of this room 
are of black walnut, with marble wainscoting. The frescoing 
is of a brighter tone, and, instead of the allegorical paintings 
which decorate the Senate ceiling, there have been introduced 
here the portraits of the following persons: Presidents, 
Washington and Lincoln; Governors, Robert Lucas and James 
W. Grimes; Justices of the Supreme Court, Caleb Baldwin 
and Charles Mason; Speakers of the House of Representa- 
tives, Rush Clark and James P. Carlton; Generals, M. M. 
Crocker and S. R. Curtis. 

There are one hundred desks for members of the House 
and fifty for members of the Senate. 

Back of the House of Representatives are rooms for the 
Speaker, clerks and committees. 

The Library is situated in the west wing; and is 52 feet 6 
inches by 108 feet 4 inches, and 44 feet g inches high. It is 
finished in ash and chestnut, with marble wainscoting and 
pilasters, and has an encaustic tile floor. There are now 
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about 40,000 volumes in the library, but it is designed to meet 
the wants of many years, and will accommodate 150,000 vol- 
umes without crowding. 

In the east wing is the Legislative Post Office and commit- 
tee rooms. 

The building covers 58,850 square feet of ground. The 
girth of the outside wall is 1,300 feet. 

The total length, 363 feet 8 inches and the total width is 246 
feet 11 inches. The height to top of the dome is 275 feet. 

There are 398 steps from the ground up to the dome plat- 
form or look out. 

There are 787 yards of carpet in the Senate Chamber and 
994 yards in the House of Representatives. 

There are twenty-nine kinds of marble in the building. 

The kinds of wood employed in the building are: Ash, Red 
Oak, White Oak, Black Walnut, Butternut, Chestnut, Cherry, 
Mahogany, Poplar, Yellow Pine, White Pine and Catalpa. 


_ STATUARY. 

Beginning with north of Library door: History, Science, 
Law, Fame, Literature, Industry, Peace, Commerce, Agricul- 
fure, Victory, Truth and Progress. 

The first door to the left as you enter the Senate Chamber is 
the entrance to the stairway leading to the Dome. 

All the rooms on the third flodr are committee rooms, of 
which there are twenty-nine in number. 

The Dome is covered with a gold leaf, at_a cost of $3,500. 

The pictures on the ceiling of the Supreme Court room are 
of the type of the Greek Mythology. 

No. 1. North end, the leading figure Justice on her throne. 
To her left stands Columbia, ever ready to sustain her deci- 
sions by word or deed. The figure to the right of Justice 
rejoices that the decision is in her favor. The sitting figure 
on the right denotes sorrow as the decision is rendered against 
her, but is content when she finds by examining the law that 
the decision is according to law. To the left a mother is ex- 
plaining to’ her son the laws. 
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No. 2. Columbia reigning on her throne. Above the 
Globe, in unity with the Goddess of Justice, the patrons of the 
States come to pay them their homage, bringing with them 
little children, which represent the Territories. Iowa, who is 
a special favorite in Columbia’s household, is seen sitting on 
the steps of the throne with club and coat of arms, ever ready 
to defend her friend (the Union) Columbia, in case of need. 
In front of the throne is chiseled in everlasting rock the 
memorable date 1776, the foundation of the Republic. The 
American Eagle is proudly soaring over all, holding in his 
talons the historical emblem and in his beak a streamer on 
which is inscribed “E. Pluribus Unum.” 

No. 3. Justice and peace represented as ruling over the 
land bring prosperity and plenty, culture and happiness, while 
on the other rebellion is restrained and smitten down by Jus- 
tice’s strong arm, (General Grant. ) 

No. 4. Represents Ceres, the Goddess of Agriculture. 

The small pictures are simply agricultural scenes, by Fritz 
Mezler, Berlin, Germany. 


STATEMENT OF MATERIALS RECEIVED FROM APRIL, 1872, TO JUNE 30, 1886. 
Wards: “Meet in. 


Revie: sfomey for COnGnetG «science ages leas ogiews bela wee ees 1,020 fore) fe) 
HREIHD hem hee POR) VEAP Sra is caiefloisietes a sieysicels sere bs) waite) 9) «)-\ sfofel es wale se. >. 1,12 ii 5 

Total rubble 2,149 15 5 
ID iMNeMSiOn SLONe IM tOUNGALIONS jo) cma a ine,« no else's ce ate wna 4,629 IT 8 


Granitememece ss = esi ce veces wie ace Seo CARAT O CATO Lea Oc E1,370.0 
Mow aa@ibyeliaeStOmern un cme aaa year sci noire cartes tt 44,429.2 
Nena tAOSa PM CSLONGE See ciyecickisnicts eee aiiwtes se | veaseles 1,654.2 
(emomialimmeStome a treeisivetac < yest «sir ieinieelo el Rn atene «shore 17,404.6 
Carroll county sandstone. .......... 1 sere cence eee eee ens 145,789.7 
Sten Genevieve: candStOne..non cscs poate cules ee oe 130,768.11 
Forest City sandstone........---5+. 22 +s ese teen ete eee 9,623.4 ; 
Total stone in superstructure 361,339.98 
Cement— Barrels pounds. 
EID Zol 2h) 1 O) OnN ABS DSCC itu Sei Sette aca On me aC ec an 29,683 62 
iPYetnd Ainie rab ped eaere BUDO OES Op ete a PRD C Ecmn Ic Oe rat teaess Sep GOOF. 100 


Total cement 30,767 162 
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Copperan dibronzegpo Unie Simca wet poe eine er eee 202,341 
DD rain-tile teeth, scura-e: Sterne nye SHR rar Noe ay ere rem ees ae 3.574% 
Slate rSquares. eae 2c oak tse ous Saeress ays er eioene reverie ee 5683 
ROLrOusTtELRAr COLCA a SG MALES tumhari eran tonte rete: seer eee 5243 
Terra Cotta 
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PAS POUNGS rence cm caste eels = is ene eecche oe eRe Ree tee ea eee 8,439 
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Sheet iron— 
LEEKS) eno mh oo aoecdebndossta cao: 6 cops no 13,615 
Galvanized poundss ects act eee ksh 2 
Total pounds 24,967 
Lumber— 
White: pine sheet 7. one oten toe ciel eee ate eee 1,595,637 
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Witte: Wallmiurt, Peet cs c..(ce siete sielepele,ceamreeeet nics ieee nena ee eee 45,044 
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30,957 


a en 
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White oak, feet 
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Total lumber, feet 
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Total pipe, feet 
Total pipe miles 
The above does not include the pipe in the radiators. 
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Glass— 
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30,957 


92907 


22,322 
55471 


027 


2,230,528 
466,900 
1,006 

40 

13,400 
878 

2,655 
352 


14,539 


211,597 


12 
43,1535 


f 
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CLASSIFIED STATEMENT OF ExPENDITURES FROM MAy 25th, 1870 TO. JUNE 
30th, 1886. 
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CONS Sel tonos cons sadn oo See ou oooUOuoN Soe Nsaoe St yesot 54,915 43 
(Ol Senksl nl omteo ny ae Mene a eat Cod cra acodd ae oom es cco Ok 49,733 17 
LV pc ete On arma DMRS SOU MPa OS AMO on OTA Bbc a 127,565 79 
IS ATT Clete ea 2 cir keene totus Mckee eae oe ae eee fev icnseaserere MES 8,624 00 
Sheet smetal work. sox iy teereus ale nous enter unte nce ckeacesteten enter rs 21,020 78 
Prismatic lights tact: oromicia cro ieeroner tote korean re 3,082 23. 
Plain plastering eo fe eccn creme torneo ener ne Senor melee eres rene 45,016 St 
Scagliola work’h in sisi aituklv ceeeene ene dete tno tense nena ae 13,934. 85. 


Ornamentaleplastering a pinay eee et eee 29,258 05, 
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Interest PaMidicomnE le yeme le Sa ve a 
EGE SCOP AUBIN EN wee Nene Sta een de ceric ec meee oe. ; 28,077 3 
Re RN VRRRe ee tie here Gen Soa ee Saree ah. 22h gs lasik ics 34,485 58 
Re PCM CGR nays hes tad ee fcc eae To ces onc oe OR 10,989 91 
a aA Renee ere. oT? ks ak Pee Pee, Bho Pa adic 8,784 13 
LP TEVATMMELEIRS. \rake: SEN aan MCR ne eR ee a ce ed 129,130 77 
RPALLC LISI AN CMO EIS: an weet ee ee eek ek Oe 7,868 75 
ee ETE LRA a sn ne a 5 ea 122,030 36 
BE cte GONC RA ae eNcSeTIUDL Vie Aeeree Wee Nate i Steen ee hr 208 55 
SOURIS, Bab 6 eisleners aan ar cs Aeterna ne a 139,529 82 
PCM LAMiSCrOMehAM STOIC | ocken shceapcha «<i tag oon «8x aches he 3,021 OL 
CESS ROW EN SOUUUN Cesta AD Vel hateneet RL me r ae 1,021 OL 
BRP CMSCOuEE war retra aN Tesieyorteine eet) Aisa ves seo ah, aula 4,982 73 
NORRIE £8 cin Roi aig iS IR ante OR SI ee ani ama ca i a a 7,863 33 
SannenitemawOrloar rin cn whes is Geese. SEs errs oe meteor aie Abe 177,422 75 
TPmbemanduuimoeie nc cPkn se ke oelokcideciaetrcc Cc es 64,530 65 
BE VAL ODS wetpereia tte tean eteheracaptr asl ancicua’s sir Aeoreieua, 9 duv'e/aScatsl eu hence 7,636 58 
SLCC ERIIMPLOVCMEMESu marae casos cehiscanreranely< aaAece a 24,994 59 
Governments settlement "accOMMty.- 3.c.cn00. fess oes « 55 00 
Total $2,873,294 59 


CONDENSED STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES. 
APPROPRIATIONS. 


Chapter 110, Laws of the Thirteenth General 

FENTSSLES RYO) SA cals GS G CURR ACRES PRN, CR $ 150,000 00 
Chapter 35, of the General and Public Laws of 

the Fourteenth Assembly, being $100,000 for 

the year 1872,and $122,000 for each of the years 

1873, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1877, 1878, 1879, 1880, 


TSS TAMAS OGL ere Tay cm seals a isre-scoy SOc aise) Sus, ss 1,350,000 00 
Chapter 68, Local Laws of the Fifteenth General 

ASSIA Wim ese daodadpoadsd Oat aadoan Ooe oor 135,000 00 
Chapter 151, Laws of the Sixteeth General As- 

SOUMBINY = aad conto Gan 6 ODS OO OOnt ao Doma mooron 250,000 00 
Chapter 138, Laws of the Seventeenth General 

INIZENONS 25004 oo SoS OUCo ODD ORB oOs) Cooaupe st 75,000 OO 
Chapter 138, Laws of the Seventeenth General 

Assembly, for lot and sewer .............---. 10,000 00 
Chapter 83, Laws of the nineteenth General As- 

SCN ces -diabeebdne gunponookiebe te dos Sno one 525,000 00 
Chapter 136, Laws of the Twentieth General As- 

GOIN nadboAsogeoopenerudne Bacecooeom oor 361,000 00 


Chapter 136, Laws of the Twentieth General As- 
sembly, for paving and curbing the streets and 
putting down sidewalks around the Capitol 
SWoUEIe! Soe bro 5000 or-S5 CO noon eae GUUDTeD OOD 27,000 OO 
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SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS. 


Chapter 75, Sec. 32, Laws of the Fifteenth Gen- 


erakeA SSembl ys forse eae ee eee ere 600 
Chapter 142, Sec. 19, Laws of he Sixteenth Gen- 

SLAlrASSGiiD] Five erate seeetem are cert taetors 600 
Chaper 170, Sec. 20, Laws of the Seventeenth 

GéneralAssem bly -5 ye ee ee : 600 


Expended on new capitoly. cane - packice ee $ 2,624,189 
Expended on rapairs of first foundation A Ae 52,343 
Expended on lot and sewer. .......... Sephearon 10,000 
Expendedion boiler housesga-<ce cies nie se tte 25,844 
EU DRSaVeL eee COL eaI TN ULAR ane CS nao nS 129,131 
Expended for Twentieth General Assembly..... 208 
Expended for Adjutant-General’s Office........ 3,021 
Expended on’ Capitol croundssc 0. cee 1,883 
Expended onstreet improvements 5.22, . 22-5. 24,994 § 
Expended on Governor’s settlement account,... 55 
Cash unexpended and turned over to Governor 

William ssarrabeensc ccc cane ets ocrensee oka eat 1,612 
Street paving and sidewalk appropriation in the 

State: Sbreasuny Undra wine. sn yao eee 3,005 


00. $ 2,876,300 00 


54 


41 $2,876,300 00 


When the work is all completed, including the fixing up of 
the grounds, the total cost of building and work upon the 


grounds will not be less than $3,000,000. 


Norre—For the information obtained in regard to the New 
Capitol we have drawn largely from the little book published 
by G. W. Beall. H. W. LATHROP. 
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THE BURNING OF COLUMBIA, S. C. 


, HE question who burned Columbia, S. C., February 
19th, 1865, is again being discussed. And I wish 
Moweatee) tO add what information I have on the subject, 

ene been among the first on the ground. 

The writer of this was serving as picket officer on the staff 
of General Belknap, commanding the 3rd Brigade (Crocker’s 
Brigade) 4th Division 17th Army Corps. On the afternoon of 
February 16th, 1865, the Brigade had the advance and at 
about 3 o’clock p. m., I had a skirmish line on the bank of the 
river, exchanging shots with the rebels, who were across the 
river on the Columbia side. An old flat boat was found and 
I proposed to General Belknap to take a detail of men and 
cross the river and make a lodgment in Columbia; that eve- 
ning and night a larger body of men could be crossed over, 
and in the morning capture the city, a feat that every soldier 
in Sherman’s army would risk his life in doing. 

While some repairs were being made on the boat, General 
F. P. Blair, commander of the 17th Corps, and General Giles 
A. Smith, commander of the 4th Division, came up. The pro- 
posed crossing was submitted to them. General Blair thought 
the undertaking was dangerous, on account of the rocks in the 
river, and only a few troops being crossed over that night 
might result in their capture. He proposed that the boat dur- 
ing the night should be put in good condition, and an organized 
force of men, with the flag of ‘one of the Regiments, under 
command of a field officer, should cross over at daylight in 
the morning of February 17, 1865. 

Lieutenant H. C. McArthur, aide-de-camp to General Bel- 
knap, being a carpenter, secured a detail and worked all night 
repairing the boat. As soon as it was light, Colonel Kennedy 
of the 13th Iowa, being chosen to take command, took two 
companies of this Regiment with the flag and banner of his 
Regiment, making in all about forty-five men, and was ready 
to cross at the appointed time. 
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The first boat load carried over Colonel Kennedy, 13th 
Iowa, and Lieutenant McArthur and myself, both on the staff 
of General Belknap, and about twenty-five officers and men, of 
the First Company, with the flag and banner of the 13th Lowa. 
The crossing was made without accident; the boat was sent 
back with two men and brought over the other company, mak- 
ing in all about fifty officers and soldiers. 

They were deployed as skirmishers, Colonel Kennedy tak- 
ing charge of the center, Lieutenant McArthur the left, and 
myself the right; we moved in that order into the city. During 
our advance we discovered that General Logan’s 15th Army 
Corps had effected a crossing further to our left, and his lines 
could be seen from where we were about two miles to our left, 
advancing. At this time, I captured a horse and buggy. The 
flags, with the men that carried them, Col. Kennedy and Mc- 
Arthur holding on to the back cross bar, and I driving, started 
for the capitol building. Some half a mile from where we 
captured the horse, leaving orders for the companies to follow, 
we drove on a run towards the capitol building. When 
within one block of the building we ran into a squad of 
Wheeler’s Cavalry. They fired at us, but our Companies 
showing up about five blocks back, they kept on out of the city, 
much to our satisfaction. 

Colonel Kennedy, Lieutenant McArthur and the color bearer 
of the 13th Iowa placed the flag on the Old State House, that 
being occupied at the time. The banner of the 13th was 
taken by the soldier carring tt and myself to the New Capitol 
building, which was in an unfinished condition, and was lashed 
to a mast on top of the building. It was nearly an hour before 
any member of the 15th Army Corps reached that part of the 
city. 

That is how we of Crocker’s Brigade came to be first in 
Columbia, and how the colors of the 13th Iowa came to be 
the first to wave over the capitol building of South Carolina. 

As to the fire: we drove on the main street about six or 
seven blocks; piled in the middle of the street, for at least four 
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blocks, were bales of cotton, piled three and four bales high, 
with their bands cut and on fire. The advance division of 
the 15th Army Corps took possession of the city, placed 
guards all over the town, got out two old hand engines, and 
tried to put out the fire that was burning in the bales of cotton. 
The engines were old, the hose poor, and by noon the hose 
was bursted and the engines leaking so as to be worthless. In 
the afternoon, the wind commenced blowing, and fanned the 
fire in the cotton; great flakes of cotton were taken up by the 
wind and carried to distant parts of the city, and fire sprung 
up all over the town, and by dark the wind was blowing a 
hurricane and carried the fire to every part of the city, and 
the city was on fire in every part. Generals Sherman, Howard, 
Logan and Blair, and the officers of the 15th Army Corps, 
organized details and tried to stop the spread of the fire, but 
the wind and the wooden buildings made it impossible to ac- 
complish anything. 

The fire was started by the confederates, to prevent the 
cotton in the city from falling into Sherman’s hands. 

Near the depot, and in the western part of the city the 
streets were also piled with cotton, the depot was filled with 
ammunition, and by an accident while destroying the powder, 
the depot was destroyed. That was early in the morning. 
The fire occasioned by that was confined to the depot. 

In the main part of the city, while the fire was raging, the 
explosion of loaded guns from the heat was as heavy as a 
strong skirmish line, showing a great many last ditch men in 
Columbia. They did not stay to die in that last ditch, but des- 
troyed their own homes by destroying the cotton, while, if 
they had left it, General Sherman would have had it taken to 
a safe place and destroyed, if it had been contraband. 

While the Joint Commission was in session in Washington, 
D. C., in 1873, General Belknap, Secretary of War, called for 
a report from Colonel Kennedy, Lieutenant McArthur, and 
myself. Those reports were laid before the Commission, and 
went a long way to convince the Commission who was respon- 
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sible for the burning of the city. The bummers who captured 
the city were an organized body of Iowa Soldiers. While they 
felt a pride in the acheivement, there was no man belonging 
to General Sherman’s Army felt himself responsible for the 
burning of the homes of the people of Columbia. 

The destruction of the two bridges across the Congaree 
river did no good to the Confederates, delayed our march 
about twenty-four hours, and gave us a much needed rest. 
No officer or soldier of the Army of the Tennessee, orga- 
nized by Grant, commanded by Sherman, McPherson, and 
Logan, would with malice destroy any city filled with women 
and children, even if it was in South Carolina. 

) W. H. GoopreE.1, 
Late Captain Company B., 15th Iowa Infantry, 
Brevet Major U. S. Volunteers. 
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THE FIRST IOWA AT WILSON’S CREEK. * 


ye ©) HE time had come for Iowa soldiers to receive their 

i ee] baptism of fire. So far, no Iowa man had met a 
foeman in battle. General Nathaniel Lyon had 
chased the rebel General Jackson out of the little town of 
Booneville, on the Mississippi river, and had pursued him in 
a southwesterly direction almost across the turbulent, guerilla- 
tortured state of Missouri. General Franz Sigel had been 
ordered to Rolla by rail, with directions to march and inter- 
cept the rebel Jackson, if possible, somewhere in the neighbor- 
hood of Springfield, and crush him before reinforcements 
could reach him from the Ozark mountains. 

General Sigel met Jackson at the village of Carthage, and, 
after a most spirited engagement on the open prairie, was 
defeated and fell back to Springfield. Here, his column was 
joined to the command of General Lyon, who, with his first 
Iowa boys, first Kansas, first Missouri, a couple of battalions 
of regulars, and two regular batteries, had been pursuing 
Jackson across the State, in forced marches. 

Sigel’s defeat at Carthage had made possible a junction 
with Jackson of some ten thousand Arkansas and Texas 
troops, under Generals Price, McCulloch and Pearce. 

Undaunted by the increased numbers of the enemy, Lyon 
hurried forward on the 1st of August and dispersed one of 
the detached columns of the enemy at Dug Springs, seven- 
teen miles south of Springfield. 

Returning with his troops to Springfield, he paused to con- 
sider the dangerous dilemma in which his army had been 
placed by General Fremont’s neglect to re-enforce him from 
the surplus troops at St. Louis and four regiments or more 
camped at Rolla. The danger of the situation had of course 


* This spirited description of the distinguished part taken by the First lowa 
Infantry in the battle of Wilson’s Creek, is from Major S. H. M. Byer’s work, 
“Towa in War Times.” 
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been aggravated by the defeat of General Sigel at Carthage. 
General Fremont’s staff at St. Louis, possessed of more gilt 
epaulettes than military wisdom, seemed quite unconcerned as 
to the fate of the unsupported columns they had pushed into 
the interior of a state filled with secessionists and guerrillas, 
and partially occupied by a large army. 

Possibly General Fremont, so recently placed in command 
of the district, with headquarters at St. Louis, was not alto- 
gether responsible for the ‘dangerous situation. Certainly he 
was a patriot, if not a tried general. But the troops about 
the city, or arriving, were only half organized, and very 
imperfectly armed. The city was a city of secessionists, 
spies, and rebel sympathizers. Chaos reigned, and army 
headquarters were surrounded and apparently controlled by 
a species of army robbers and cormorants who thought more 
of a fat contract than of General Lyon’s devoted little army. 
Lyon’s repeated appeals for re-enforcements had been in vain. 
No help was even attempted. And yet there was in front of 
him, and preparing to overwheim him, three different col- 
umns, numbering not less than twenty thousand troops. His 
own little army numbered, all told, sick and wounded included, 
but tive thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight men. Rolla, 
the nearest point for help, was one hundred and fifty miles 
away. Should he retreat there at once, sacrificing without a 
blow the immense stores and the specie, piled together in 
Springtield, for what purpose no one knew? Should he sac- 
rifice the whole state of Missouri after driving the rebels so 
far before him? Or should he deliver battle, and by hard 
fight make at least retreat possible? 

He trusted in the heroism and patriotism of hismen. What 
if the time of service of the Iowa men had expired? One 
appeal to them and they were ready. It was not a question 
of time or pay with them, but country. 


«Will you First Iowa men stay and fight with me?” said 


Lyon to Lieutenant Colonel Merritt, in a private interview of 
the oth of August. 


a 
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“Every man of them,” replied Merritt, 

That very day the order for the battle was arranged. The 
doubting officers who feared the policy of attacking numbers 
so overwhelming, yielded to the prompt spirit, the recognized 
couaage, the positive character of their leader. It was but 
for Lyon to say the word, and every man in that little army 
became a hero, 

The united rebel army was on Wilson’s Creek, but ten miles 
away. They looked upon Lyon’s destruction or capture as 
but a question of hours. The order to attack him had already 
been given, but was countermanded, because of rain. Had 
it been carried out, the two armies would have met on the 
prairie, between Wilson’s Creek and Springfield. Lyon deter- 
mined to be ahead, and to surprise the rebels that very night 
or by daylight of the morrow. We marched at sundown. 

Contrary to the original plan of General Lyon, and contrary 
to the advice of many of the field officers, General Sigel 
received permission to take his brigade of some two thousand 
men, mounted and unmounted, with six pieces of artillery, 
and march for the enemy’s rear right flank by way of the 
road to Fayetteville. This divided the union forces, already 
too small. Sigel alone was responsible for this mistake. 
General Lyon was to march with the rest of the army, inclu- 
ding the First lowa, and attack the enemy directly in front. 

Quietly, and with muffled drums, the soldiers marched 
through the darkness. At midnight, Lyon’s advance saw the 
fires of the enemy’s pickets. The order to halt was given, 
and the soldiers stretched themselves on the wet praire grass 
to sleep—to many, their last night’s rest—-and to dream of 
the combat of the morrow. 

The first streaks of dawn were ushured in with the rattle 
of musketry. Our lines were moving forward, driving the 
enemy’s advance skirmishers before them. In an hour the 
rising sun was greeted with the roar of Lyon’s artillery. The 
first real battle, in the west, for the preservation of the union, 
had begun, and the forces were as to five to one against us. 
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The First Missouri Infantry was immediately pushed for- 
ward in line of battle on the crest of a small hill or elevated 
plateau. To its left, in line, stood the men of the First Kan- 
sas, fighting like hardened veterans, while the batteries of 
Totten and Dubois hurled twelve shells a minute into the 
thick ranks of the enemy charging the union lines. 

For an hour the First lowa stood in support of Dubois’s bat- 
tery on the left, but early in the engagement it was hurried to 
the help of the First Kahsas, now being overpowered by 
superioa numbers. The regiment was under command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Merritt, Colonel Bates being incapacitated 
by illness. In this move forward, two companies of the regi- 
ment were separated from the command by the retreat of 
troops breaking through their ranks. Two other companies 
had been left with Dubois’s battery, and the remaining six, 
led by Lieutenant Colonel Merritt, now entered a storm of 
battle that lasted for five hours. 

The main force of the rebels occupied the broad valley of 
the stream, and still others a ridge beyond, running at right 
angles to the union line of battle. From this ridge and valley 
poured the masses of troops that charged and recharged the 
union lines, hoping by sheer force of numbers to overwhelm 
and drive back flanks and center. It mattered little that the 
ground was strewn with their dead—ten times they charged 
that forenoon, and ten times they were driven back from the 
position held by the Iowa and Kansas soldiers and the two 
batteries. 

Further to the left Captain Plummer, of the First regulars, 
with a bare handful of men, two hundred and fifty in number, 
contested hotly for two hours with a force five times as strong 
as his own. To mght and left and front, the lowa and Kansas 
regiments, the men of Missouri, and the trained regulars, con- 
tended desperately with masses of fresh troops hurled upon 
them after every defeated charge. 

Sigel’s column, at the rear of the enemey, had been ignomi- 
niously defeated early in the morning. His guns were cap- 
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tured, his troops scattered, and he himself in flight for Spring- 
field. Unknown to Lyon, Sigel had ceased to’be a factor in 
the contest. 

General Lyon was everywhere along his own line, fearless 
but calm. “Where is Sigel? Why does not Sigel come?” 
was only answered by the shells of Sigel’s captured cannon 
screaming into the union ranks. Everywhere there was death. 
Officer after officer fell, the ranks were growing thinner, and 
not once was the word retreat even thought of. At nine 
o’clock brave Lyon fell, a bullet through his heart just as he 
was urging a terifiic counter charge. Twice before, during 
the combat, he had received the enemy’s bullets in his body, 
and given no sign of yielding. 

The fight went on. Still the rebels charged, and still were 
driven back. Then came a lull of battle. There was a hur- 
ried consultation of officers on the union line. The gallant 
Major Sturgis had assumed control, and it was now a question 
if retreat were not only honorable, but imperative. For fif- 
teen hours the union soldiers had not tasted a drop of water. 

That moment a force of infantry bearing the American flag 
was seen coming down the hill from the direction where Sigel 
should have been. Was it help at last? Sigel’s utter rout 
was not suspected. Could this be her Closer and closert he 
column came, and then showing its true colors, it fired a blast 
of musketry in the very faces of the waiting union line. Then 
again commenced an encounter more deadly than at any other 
hour in the day. The batteries, the regulars, the First Mis- 
sourians, the First Iowans and the Kansas regiments hurled 
into the rebel lines a most terrible fire. There was no retreat 
now—only death seemed possible. Fear vanished and des- 
peration seized on every soldier present, till at last, routed and 
driven, the enemy abandoned the field. There was a time of 
silence. The union army, what was left alive of it, gathered 
up its wounded, and, perfectly unmolested, retired to Spring- 
field. Every man in its ranks had been a hero. 

It was 12 o’clock when the union lines retired, and not till 
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three days afterward, when they had fallen back to Rolla, did 
the crippled rebel hosts dare to come in and occupy the aban- 
doned town. As our troops fell back from the battle field, 
tired, parched with the hot August sun, wounded and bleed- 
ing, they stopped on the way, greeted each other, and sang a 
song of the union. 

That night, while the soldiers slept upon their arms in 
Springfield, a melancholy scene was passing at the headquar- 
ters of the commanding officer. It was a council to decide as 
to what they should next do. On a table beside them, draped 
in a military blanket, lay the bleeding body of General Lyon. 
It was a scene for a tragic artist. When killed in the field, 
the body had been placed on an ambulance, but on returning, 
some soldiers gathering up the wounded, not recognizing the 
body of their dead commander, threw it to the ground, and 
filled the ambulance with the living. Missing it on reaching 
Springfield, the officers sent an escort back for it to the battle- 
field. It was delivered to them by the enemy, and now, like 
the dead body of Hector, lay calm in death, while the com- 
rades of the morning stood wondering what next to do when 
such a man was dead. The body was buried that night in 
the private yard of Mrs. ex-Governor Phelps, a union citizen 
of the town. 

Long before daylight, the little army, unpursued, was on its 
way to Rolla, carrying with it in perfect safety an enormous 
wagon train with stores and specie. 

Shortly, the First Iowa, the first heoric defenders of the 
state, the heroes of Wilson’s Creek, went home and were 
mustered out. In the battle they had lost 160 men, nearly 
twenty of whom were killed, and all the remainder wounded. 
The terribleness of the battle was shown by the list of casual- 
ties. Out of about 5,000 men engaged, the union army lost 
1,235, without counting but a corporal’s guard of Sigel’s men. 

The rebel loss equaled 3,000 men. “Probably no two 
forces ever fought with greater desperation,” says the rebel 
commander, writing to his chief at Richmond. The rebel 
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loss in officers was very great. Generals, colonels, and other 
field officers, led their commands in person, and fell in the 
midst of charges. The rebel Colonel Clark’s little battalion 
of 200 men had eighty-eight of them killed and wounded. 
Colonel Hughes, with only 650 men, had 112 killed or 
wounded, and thirty missing. Cawthorne’s brigade of 1,200 
men lost ninety-six in dead and wounded. Of 5,221 Mis- 
sourians engaged on the rebel side, 673 were left on the field 
wounded or dead. 

The First Missouri regiment on the union side lost 295 men 
and the First Kansas infantry 284. 

There was a moment in the battle when less than three 
thousand men were resisting the attack of the whole rebel 
army, and there was a time when, for the First Iowa to have 
faltered ive minutes, would have lost the day. 

All the soldiers in the union army recognized the supreme 
heroism of the First lowa. The State and general govern- 
ment rivalled each other in honoring the regiment. Lieutenant 
Coionel Merritt, Major Potter and Captain Herron, were 
complimented in general orders and almost hundreds of the 
regiment received later commissions in other commands. The 
President of the United States ordered a special proclamation 
of thanks for the heroism of the men at Wilson’s Creek to be 
read before every regiment in the service. 

“ Remember Wilson's Creek! Remember the deeds vf the 
First Lowa!” wrote Governor Kirkwood to almost every 
Iowa regiment in the service. And they were remembered. 
In the four long, bloody years, no Iowa soldier that fought, 
but remembered and emulated his comrades, who fought in 
the first battle of the west. 

Six hundred of that gallant band, on being mustered out, 
re-entered the service in other regiments. Many who served 
in the line or carried muskets on that day of Wilson’s Creek, 
achieved high rank and military distinction. Five of them 
became colonels, five became brigadier generals, and three 
who were captains in the line, became full major generals. 

The day was an epoch in the history of a state. 
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DONATIONS TO THE IOWA HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY. UIDRAka. 


From General C. W. Darling, Utica, New rork. 
Poem on Egyptian Obelisk in Central Park. 
Unpublished Portrait of General Washington. 

From University of California, 

Annual Report for 1887. 

Library Bulletin, No. 8. 

List of Recorded Earthquakes in California and Pacific 
Coast. 

From New York Geneological and Biographical Soczety, 
Record for January and April, 1888. 

From Hon. Henry Sabin, Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Iowa School Report, 1887. 

From Fames Vicks, Rochester, New York, 

Floral Guide for 1888. 
From American Geographical Society, New York, 
Bulletin for December and March. 
Supplement to Vol. 19. 
From L. Deane, Washington, D. C., 
Biographical Sketch of John G. Deane. 
From N. E. Historical Geneological Society, 
Register for January and April 1888. 
Proceedings of Annual Meeting, January 4th, 1888. 

From Department of State, Washington, D. C., 
Reports for the Consuls Nos. 86, 87, 88, 89. 
Technical Education in Europe. 

Budgets and Budget Legislation in Foreign Countries. 
From Rev. C. D. Bradlee, Boston, 
‘ Fourteen Pamphlets. 
From W. B. Saunders, Philadelphia, 
Catalogue of Rare Books. 
From Wisconsin Historical Society, 
Proceedings of 35th Annual Meeting. 
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From Fon. aac Smucker, Newark, Ohio, 
Eleven Women and Thirteen Men. 

from Captain Wm. H. Goodrell, 
Blue Book for 1860-61. 

From Signal Office, Washington, 

Monthly Weather Review as published. 

From Comptroller of Currency, 

Annual Report 1887, Vol. 1. 

From Bureau of Ethnology, Washington, D. C., 

Bibliography of the Eskino Language. 
The use of Gold and other Metals. 
Perforated Stones from California. 
Work in Mound Explorations. 

Bibliography of the Siodan Languages. 

From Bureau of Statistics, Washington, D. C., 
Quarterly Report ending June 3oth, 1887. 
Quarterly Report, 1887-8. 
Statistical Abstract of the United States, roth number. 

From Fitstorical and Philosophical Soctety, Cincinnatr, O., 
Annual Report for 1887. 

From Secretary of State, Des Moines, lowa, 


Twenty Copies each Supreme Court Reports, Vol. 71, 


From Trustees of Newberry Library, Chicago, 
Proceedings of Trustees to January 5th, 1888. 

From Department of Interior, Washington, 
Blue Book, 1887, Vol. 1. 

From Massachusetts Historical Socvety, 
Proceedings 1886-7, Vol. 3. 
Collections of Society, Vol. ro. 

From Dr. Samuel A. Green, Boston, 


US? 


72. 


Proceedings of Trustees of the Peabody Education Fund. 


The West Church, Boston. 
Boston Municipal Register. 
Sixteenth Annual Report of Board of Health. 


Annual Report of President, Treasurer of Harvard College. 


Annual Report of Industrial Aid Society. 
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Congregational Churches, Nova Scotia. 
Inaugeration of Wm. H. Payne, as Chancellor of the Uni- 
versity of Nashville, Tennessee. 
The Channing Home Report, No. Ig. 
Sixteen Miscellanous Pamphlets. 
From Western Reserve and North Ohio Historical Society, 
‘MractuNo72. 
Archeology of Ohio by McRead. 
from Library Company, Philadelphia, 
Bulletins for Iowa. 
from Fohn Hopkins’ University, Britimore, Md., 
European Schools of History and Politics. 
From California Historical Society, 
Papers of Society, Vol. 1, part 2. 
From Bureau of Education, Washington, D. C., 
Report of Commissioners, 1885-6. 
Proceedings of National Educational Association. 
From American Anttguarten Society, 
Proceedings, Vol. 5, part 1, 1887. 
From Mercantile Library Association, San Francisco, 
Thirty-fifth Annual Report, 1887. 
From Hon. Z. C. Luse, lowa City, 
Twenty-five Copies, Annals of Iowa. 
Ten Miscellanous Pamphlets. 
From American Public Health Association, Concord, N. #1., 
Four Pamphlets. 
From Flistorical Society of Pennsylvania, 
Their Magazine for January and April. 
From Hon. T. S. Parvin, Cedar Rapids, 
Grand Consistory of Iowa, 1868-74. 
From Hon. F. Foster, London, England, 
The Members of the University of Oxford, 1715-1886. 
From War Department, Washington, D. C., 
Annual Report of Chief of Engineers U.S. Army, 1886, 
3 Vols. 
From Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paui, 
Catalogue of Society, Vol. 1 and 2. 
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From Treasury Department, Washington, D. C., 
Annual Report of Secretary, 1887. 
From Boston Public Library, 
Bulletin Vol. 1, No. 8. 
From Capt. Fohn G. Bonrke, U.S. Army, Washington, D. C., 
Notes and Memoranda upon Human Ordure and Human 
Mind in Rites of a Religious Character. 
From Phode Island Historical Society, 
Proceedings 1887-88. 
From Buffalo Historical Society, 
Annual Report, 1888. 
from Bureau of the Mint, Washington, D. C., 
Annual Reports of Directors, 1887, 10 Vols. 
Productions of Precious Metals, 3 Pamphlets. 
From Canadian Institute, Toronto, Canada, 
Annual Report, 1887. 
Proceedings April, 1888. 
From Mrs. Ben Line, Jowa City, 
Trial and Execution of Elizabeth Wilson, Chester, Pa. 1786. 
From Flon. W. B. Allison, Washington, 
Vol. 12, Tenth Census, part 2 
From Hon. A. H. Garland, Att'y. General Washington, D.C., 
Annual Report, 1886-7, 2 Vols. 
Quarrantine Laws of United States. 
Immigration Laws of United States. 
From Bureau of Navagation, Washington, 
Report of Commissioner, 1887. 
From R. A. McChesney, Iowa City, 
Record Book Johnson County Agricultural and Mechanical 
Society, 1853-56. 
From Chief of Engineers, Washington, D. C., 
Annual Report, 1887, 4 Vols. 
From Ladies Calhoun Monument Association, Charleston, S.C., 
A History of the Calhoun Monument. 
From Minnesota Academy of Nat. Scrence, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Five Pamphlets. 
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From Tennessee Historical Society, Nashville, 
Ancient Society in Tennessee, by G. P. Thurston. 
From Essex Institute, Salem, Massachusetts, 
Historical Collections, July, August, and September, 1887. 
Bulletins Nos. 4 to 12, 1887. 
From Publishers, 
The Manifesto as published. 
From Worcester Society of Antiquity, 
Proceedings, 1887. 
From Oneida Historical Society, Utica, New York, 
Memorial of Rev. Charles Chauncey Darling, Wife and 
Son, by General W. Darling. 
From W. H. Egle, State Librarian, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Eleven Volumes of Reports. 
From Virginia Fitstorical Society, feichmond, Va., 
Historical Collections, Virginia Co., 1619-1624. 
From Publishers, Boston, 
Education as published. 
Common School Education as published. 
from Chief of Ordiances, Washington, D. C., 
Annual Report, 1887. 
From Publishers, 
American Antiquarien, January, March, and April. 
from Publishers, Dubuque, Lowa, 
Dubuque Trade Journal. 
From Publishers, Boston, 
The N. E. Magazine for March. 
From Publishers, 
Maine Historical and Geneological Record. 
From Publishers, Concord, WV. F1., 
The Granite Monthly Magazine. 
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From Arch Hershire, lowa City, 

Commission from Robt. Lucas, Governor of Territory of 
Iowa, Appointing Philip Clark Justice of the Peace for 
Johnson County, dated January, 1839. 

From Dr. F. L. Pickard, Iowa City, 

The Connecticut Courant, October 29th, 1764, fuc simile of 
first paper ever issued by Benj. Franklin, February rrth, 
1723, and printed on a press first used by him, Septem- 
ber 17th, 1856. 

Christian Banner, Frederick, Va., July 14, 1862. 

Oleograph of Munkacsy’s “Great Painting,” Christ before 
Pilate. 

From Captain W. H. Goodrell, 

Badges of Crocker’s Brigade Reunion, held at Davenport, 
September 21st and 22d, 1887. 

Resolutions passed by Cloutman Post, G. A. R. and Address 
by General W. W. Belknap on the death of General J. 
M. Hedrick. 

From A. Beermaker, Lowa City, 

Specimens from the Distillery Fire. 

From Dr. C. M. Hobby, 
Map of United States, published in 1833. 
From Flon. T. S. Parvin, Cedar Rapids, 

Steel Engraving of Himself and Wife. 

Steel Engraving of General James A. Garfield. 

Engraving of Grand Lodge Library Building, Cedar Rapids. 

From U.S. Geological Survey Office, 
Chart of Mineral Products of United States. 
From A. K. Fogers, 
Map of Grand Army Reunion. 
From General Fohn Pattee, 
His Photograph, framed. 
From L. M. Coover, 

Natural Hickory Maul. 

From Robert A. Bane, Penn Township, 

Specimen of Natural Ingrafting of a Tiree: 
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From ‘Fohn I. Plank, Sharon Centre, 
Four very old Bank Bills. 
From Miss Margaret Lee, lowa City, 
Book Binders Plough Cutter used in Binding the first Book 
in Iowa, also the first Code of Iowa. 
From Mrs. General Fames Wilson, Newton, Lowa. 
Headquarters Flag of 17th Army Corps— First Flag raised 
on the Court House at Vicksburg after the Surrender. 
fac simile of the Secession Ordinance of South Carolina. 
From E. A. Ballard, Iowa City, 
Reaping Sickle used by Benj. Swisher in 1840, at Forest 
Oak Farm, Johnson County, Iowa. 


RECENT DEATHS. 

GENFRAL WARNER Lewis, born in Goochland County, 
Virginia, but a pioneer of Iowa from the earliest days, died at 
his home in Dubuque, on the 4th of last May, aged 
eighty-three years. General Lewis came to the Northwest 
as early as 1828, and served in the Blackhawk War, He 
was among the very earliest settlers of Iowa in Dubuque 
County, which he represented in the Territorial and State 
Legislatures, serving one or more terms as Speaker of the 
House. Under the Presidencies of Pierce and Buchanan he 
was Surveyer General of Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. 
He was also for twenty-four years Recorder of Dubuque 
County. General Lewis was a distant relative of Washington, 
and his wife, who survives him, is a relative of General LaFay- 
ette. ‘Their married life covered a period of fifty-seven years. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON L. ELuiott, the first Colonel of 
the 2d Iowa Cavalry, died suddenly in San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia, on the 29th of last June, in the office of the Safe 
Deposit and Trust Company, of which he was Vice President. 
General Elliott was a son of the late Commodore jesseap: 
Elliott, U.S. Navy, and was a native of Pennsylvania. He 
was a cadet at West Point for three years, entering the 
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Academy in 1841. Two years after leaving West Point, at 
the beginning of the Mexican War, he was appointed a second 
lieutenant in the Mounted Rifle Regiment, with which he 
served throughout General Scott’s campaigns in Mexico. 
After this till the beginning of the Rebellion he served on the 
western plains against the Indians in Wyoming, New Mexico, 
and Texas. He was a captain of his regiment when the 
Rebellion came, and was appointed by Governor Kirkwood 
Colonel of the 2d Iowa Cavalry, on the organization in 1861 
of that Regiment, which he did much to make famous among 
the many distinguished regiments of Iowa. With the brigade 
composed of the Second Iowa and Second Michigan Cavalry, 
he made the first cavalry raid of the war, behind Beauregard’s 
Army at Corinth, for which he was made a brigadier general. 
After serving in the second Bull Run campaign, he had tem- 
porary command of the Department of the Northwest during 
the winter of 1862-3, and in March of the latter year com- 
manded a_ brigade in the Eighth Army Corps in the Shenan- 
doah Valley. In the defeat of Milroy at Winchester, June 
15th, 1863, he cut through the enemy’s lines and brought off 
his brigade with small loss. Subsequent to this he had com- 
mand of the Third Division of the Third Army Corps, in the 
Army of the Potomac. In October, 1863, on the joint appli- 
cation of Generals Rosecrans and Thomas, he was returned 
to the western part of the great theatre of war, and was given 
command of the three cavalry divisions of the Army of the 
Cumberland. He greatly distinguished himself in the last 
Tennessee winter campaign of 1863-4 against Longstreet. 
During the Atlanta campaign he commanded the Cavalry of 
General Thomas’ army, the Army of the Cumberland. Dur- 
ing Thomas’ campaign in defense of Nashville, in November 
and December, 1864, General Elliott had command of Sheri- 
dan’s old division, the second of the Fourth Army Corps, at 
the head of which he carried Hood’s works near the Overton 
house, before Nashville. After the battle of Nashville, he 
was promoted brevet major general for distinguished gal- 
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lantry in action. He retained command of his division till 
August, 1865, when he was assigned to the command of the 
District of Kansas, with headquarters at Leavensworth, which 
he relinquished when mustered out of the volunteer service, 
in March, 1866, and returned to the regular service as Lieu- 
tenant Colonel of the 3d U. S. Cavalry, of which regiment he 
was afterwards promoted to the full colonelcy. General Elliott 
was one of those singled gut by an Army Board, consisting of 
Generals Sherman, Meade, and Thomas, for the honor of 
promotion to the rank of brevet major general of the regular 
Army for distinguished service during the war. In 1879, 
having become incapacitated for field service, he was, at his 
own request, placed on the retired list. of the Army, after 
thirty-three years service. Since his retirement he has 
resided in San Francisco. General Elliott was a fine looking 
soldier, urbane in manner, and glorious in battle. So do the 
veterans, one by one, drop from the ranks of life to join the 
wraiths of comrades who have taken the advance to the spirit 
world. 


NOTES. 


GENERAL Wm. McE. Dye, the first colonel of the 20th 
Iowa Infantry, is now in the employ of the government of 
Corea, engaged in the organization of the army of that little 
monarchy. 

A REsouuTIon has been introduced into the lower house 
of Congress looking to the establishment of a National Army 
and Navy Museum, to be under the auspices of the govern- 
ment, and devoted to the collection and preservation of relics 
of the naval and military history of the country. Asa begin- 
ning, 
citizen residing in France has expressed his intention of pre- 


should the plan gain favor with Congress, an American 


senting to the government a collection of armor, the finest in 
the world, and worth more than a million of dollars. Other- 
wise this collection will be placed in the Smithsonian Institute. 


CoRRECTION.— In line 2d from bottom of page 104, for $5,000 read $500. 


